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Assoc.
Prof.

Asst.
Prof.

Admin & Non-Teaching Staff

CSE

4

Office

ECE

Registrar

Mechanical

Civil

o | s | s | e |
= | MRS

English

Assistant

Librarian

L el Ll Rl e A R L R A
R

Science

Physics - 1
Mathematics 1 -
Chemistry - -
Management 1 1
BCA 1 1
Data Science - -
AlML . 1
Environmental - - 2

Superintendent

Administrative officer-1
Head clerk

clerk cum typist

Junior Librarian
Lab Assistant
Lab Technician
Lab attendant
Library attendant -1
sports officer
storekeeper

-1
-1

-1
-1
-1
-1

requiremants

Qualifications, Pay scales and Experience as per AICTEAUGCMDU, Rohtak norms

Interesied candidales may apply within 21 days from the date of publication of
advartisamaent along with copy of all estimonials through regisiersd post/Online
portal'ty hand 8t above sddress. A copy of application form must be sent to
DCDC, Maharishi Dayanand University, Rohiak through registered postiby
hand. Posis can be incroased’ decroasod ol the time of intorview as [ar

Call: 9211726982, 9718627777 |= info@dpgitm.ac.in
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TRIBUNE N1ws Strvicy

SHIMLA, 01y 24
The Jocal MeT Ofiice has
issued orange warming of
heavy to very heavy rnfall,
thunderstorm and lehting
mdow hulls and nud hills on
July 28 and wellow warming
B hcavy e in ko and nud
hulls on July 28, 26 and 27
The ofMiee has alse can
Boned of damage 1© frut
plants and new plantings
due 10 heavy  ramiall
tomormow 1t sand supply of
clectriity may be aflocted
and possidility land-
2 hally ateas cannot

sl
be ruled out
Rangra Rullu. Mandi and
distoets

3 roeds

ba,

M
Ralaspur and
cachin Chamba. Kangra
Aandi and - Sk
blocked for whiudar trade
B OAS many as 16

were

due 1o rw

Jay Gohar was weltest with
ran folowed by
1 mm\ Ryah

whiie Dhaula Kuan was
the day with a
hugh of 34 4 degree C

281 newCovid
casesinstate

SHIMLA. JULY 24
Asmany as 281 new Covid cas-
o< were reparted mn the state
sday The maxamum of 127
=ses were detected in Kangra,
tuowed by Shimla (41), Mandi

S

Tounsts enps

HIMACHAL PRADEST

o U sty a1 LU KGR I S 00 Sunday TR s

Landslide hits Bilaspur village

OUR CORREMONIINT

MAMIRPUR JUL 24
Hoawy lass o government
and prvate properios Was
npurted following @ land
shde ina Dharat vllige of
Nlaspur today The loss 1o
Lvestek was also reported
by the Distnet Disaster Man-
agement Authonty A cow
shelter was destroyed where
two buffaloes and 12 goats
were buned under the debns
of landshde that occurred
after heavy run in Kuh Magh-
war gram panchayat in Ghu-
marwin subdiision i the
wee hours today: Apart from
the cow shelter, roads leading
10 villages in the area were

ADBnodto770-crloan
for potable water project

NEW DELHI, JULY 24
The Asian Development
Bank (ADB) has approved a
loan of around Rs 770 crore
to fund a safe drinking water
and sanitation project in

Himachal Pradesh. The loan

has been provided under the

Himachal Pradesh Rural

Drinking Water Improve-

ment and Livelihood Pro-

ject, the ADB said in a press
note on Saturday.

It saud that more than 90 per
cent of the state’s rural popu-
lation had access to drinking
water, but the water supply
infrastructure was old and
had deteriorated over the
time, resulting in inefficient
and poor service. The ADB

project will connect 75,800

households to the service,

providing uninterrupted
water supply toabout 3.7lakh
residents in 10 districts.
“The project meets the
objectives of the Jal Jeevan

Mission, a national flagship

programme of the Union Gov-
emment, which aims to pro-
vide piped water 1o all rural
households by 2024," said
Jude Kohlhase, ADB Unit
Head of Project Administra-
tion on Urban Development

and Water for South Asia.
The project would upgrade

the water supply infrastruc-

ture and strengthen institu-

also damaged. The roag
Maghwar turned intoa Nulla
while a portion of angth,
ad was washed away.
Ghumarwin SDM Ryjoey
Thakur said the cow shelier of
Sargay Kumar of Dharat vi).
Jage had been dumaged. 1,
said there was amassive da,.
e tothe roads leading to the
arca and it was disconnectyg
for vehicular trafie, He sig
an immediate reliel of Ry
30,000 was given 1o the afYee.
ed fanuly. He said heavy
machinery was pressed into
service to clear the roads.

«The PWD road, which leads
1o Kuh Majhwar, buried under
the deris from landslide.

o menfeared
washedaway
||.|'nrhmi

(i COmISPONDINT
oy

anths Wt Teared

away In the Par
e missing

xnith
wo V'
washed
They
anee July 20

\'.--h-nluy, a Jacket hav
g dentityennd was
ol o the banke or
(e river near Parvatl cal
i chharad Nalainthe
Parbatt Valley.

Kullu Superintendent of
Police  Gurdev Sharma
qnd Vinod Kumar and

hatt

Jissuspected that their
car plunged intoriver

Arun Kumar, both resi-
dents of Shilha villoge,
were  returning from
Chhenur Kuhika on July
20 when they went miss-
ing. He said the Aadhaar
card of Vinod was found in
the jacket along the banks
of the river.

He said it was suspected
that their car plunged into
the river and both of them
were washed away.

He said the police were
investigating the matter
and a search operation
was underway.

The Tribune

GURUGRAM | MONDAY | 25 JULY 2022

Heavyrainlashesstate, 23 roads blocked Congbrainstorms for5 hrs,

Shimla meetin early Aug

NEW DRI, JULY g

The Congress on Sunday
held an elubarate five hour
bramstorming here to dis
cuns Ihe vondmap for the
npeoming Hinachal
Pradesh  elections— and
dectdod o congregate in
Shimla in early August for
a state level meeting on
poll strateny.

The meeting chaired by
specinl AICC observer for
Himachal  elections  and
Chhattisgarh Chief Minds-
ter Bhupesh Baghel ended
with an understandimg that
the party needed Lo plan
for Himachal eJections “not
with Chief Minister Jai
Ram Thakur in mind but
with the realization that
the entire BJP campaign
would be planned and exe-
cuted from the Centre.”

AICC leaders said that
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Home Minister Amit
Shah, BJP chief JP Nadda
and  Union  minister
Anurag Thakur were to be
kept on top of all thinking
insofar as Himachal clec-
tion planning goes.

Also atltended by AICC
observers for state elec-
tions Partap Bajwa and

key poll slogans

e pol election  slogan i
CAN'T BECOMPLACENT i uhal Pradesh ani in
o Wodscussed thofat orkini o mare plunk,
N y for canvasaing with the
that we cannot be understanding that Tiring

complacent given BIP's
recent return to power in
UP and Uttarakhand,
states not known to re-
elect incumbent
governments. We have to
be prepared to not only
preserve but also expand
our vote base,

Congross leador

Sachin Pilot, state Con-
gress chief Pratibha Singh,
CLP leader Mukesh Agni-
hotri, Himachal Congress
working presidents  and
AlCC staries for the
state, the meeting held at
Chhattisgarh Bhavan here
lasted for five hours
Sources said the partici-
pants had decided to meet
with state level leaders in
Shimla to further deliber-
ate on the roadmap. “Ten-
tative dates for the Shimla
meeting are August 7 and
8. Bhupesh Baghel will
come to Shimla for the
meeting,” a source said.
The Congress today also
zeroed in on “Sarkar badlo,
halaat badlo” as 1ts princi-

prices, shrinking job mar
ket whould remain at the
contre of pull planning

Sources suid the party
hax also Onalized o firm
for social media and media
strategizmg and outreach,
whead of elections in the
atate. On the »of chal-
lenyes, the leaders agreed
that the ruling BJP would
“put in everything it had’
to retain power in the
state, o home state of Nad-
da and Thakur

“We discussed the fact
that we cannot be compla-
cent given BJP's recent
return to power 1n UP and
Uttarakhand, slates not
known o re-clect incum-
bent  governments.  We
have to be prepared to not
only preserve but also
expand our vote base” a
Congress leader said

On the AAP. the AICC
leaders felt it might play a
spoiler as it did in elections
in other states recently.
“Our political responses
have to factor the potential
role of AAR" Congress
leaders said.

Swan, tributaries hotbed ofillegalmining in Una

tional capacity to ensure safe,  LALIT MOHAN
sustainable, and inclusive —TMRUNEsEWSsemics
rural watersupply and sanita-  DHARAMSALA, JULY 24
tion services, Kohlhasesaid. ~ Despite the fact that the
The Manila-headquartered  National = Green Tribunal
funding agency said the proj-  (NGT) has taken a strict view,
ectwould up- i ing ing in
ply and sanitauon services the Swan and its 66 tributar-
through, among others, the iesin Una district.
construction of 48 groundwa-  In a report submitted to the
ter wells, 80 surface water ~monitoring commttee set by
intake facilities, 109 water the NGT tosuggest measures
treatment plants, 117 pump-  for checking illegal munung in
ing stations, and 3,000 km of  the nver, the district admunis-
distribution pipelines. {ration of Una has maintained
A pilot fecal sludge man- that 60 leases have been
agement and sanitation granted for mining in the

programme would also be
implemented in Sirmaur
district, benefiting 2.5 lakh
residents and to determine
replicability and guide the
design of future projects,
the press note said

To ensure efficient delivery
and sustainability of servic-
es, the project would
strengthen the capacity of
the Jal Shakti Vibhag of
Himachal Pradesh and gram
panchayat village water and
sanitation cofpmittees. — PT1

Swan. These include 28 to
stone crushers and 32as open
minung leases from where the
lessee can extract the miner-
alsandsell these in open mar-
ket Of the 60, 52 leases have
been granted on private lands
on the Swan riverbed and
eight on government land.
People living at Bathri on
the borders of Punjab and
Himachal are alleging that
the mining mafia s destroy-
ing their lands by mining in
the middle of night. Offi-

329 CHALLANS

STAFF GROSSLY INADEQUATE

 liegal mining In progess onthe banks of Swan in Una. rLe Proro |

| ISSUED

| ®Mining has been banned

| .onthe Swan riverbed till
middle of September

have been issued to
thase involved In illegal
mining in the district
| ®Afine of ¥42,92,900
| hi 0 been realised
pite that, tractor-trail-
ers collecting sand from
the riverbedscanbe  *
seen in Santoshgarh _
®As many as five trucks,

®The Mining Department has one mining officer, one
inspector, two assistant inspectors and eight guards.
Of these, two mining guards have been deputed on the
check post at Bathri. The staff is inadequate for day
and night monitoring of illegal mining operations.

26 tippers, 63 tractor-
trailers and three JCB
machines have been
Impounded, according
to SP Arjit Sen

#This year, 329 challans

cials blame it on undemar-
cated borders of both states.
Una district has become the
hub of illegal mining as
most of the material mined
from the district flows to
Punjab and Haryana.

As per the mining officer
Neeraj Kan, muning has been
banned on the Swan riverbed
till middle of September dur-
ing monsoon as per the orders
of the High Court. This year,

329 challans have been
issued against those resort-
ing to illegal mining in the
district and a fine of Rs
42,92.900 has been realised.
Despite that, tractor trol-
leys collecting sand {rom
the riverbeds can be seen in
Santoshgarh. Sources said
the local political pressure
and demand for mining
material for construction
works were the driving

force for illegal mining.

SP Arjit Sen said the police
had regstered 97 cases of ille-
gal mining this year and
realised a fine of Rs 748,300
from the culpnits. He said five
trucks, 26 tippers, 63 tractor
trolleys and 3 JCB machines
had been impounded.

The SP said the police had
also forwarded the details of
some people involved in ille-
gal mining to the Enforce-
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DHARAMSALA/DALIOUSIE, JULY 24
Himachal Pradesh Governor
Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar
today inaugurated a week-long
Minjar Mela at the historic Chow-
gan in Chamba. He said the glori-
ous history and rich folk tradi-
tions of the state were playing a
vital role in the progress of the
state. This was Arlekar's first vis-
it to Chamba as Governor. He said
the historical Minjar Mela had its’
own identity. Expressing happi-
ness over the preservation and
promotion of the district's rich
folk, art and culture and main-
taining social harmony, he
stressed upon the inclusion of
modernity in the successful
organisation of the fair.

“Chamba has a rich folk culture.
This culture is being preserved
by the people since ime imme-
monal. The traditional folk cul-
ture and social harmony should
be preserved,” he said.

Arlekar also talked about
famous art works of the district —
Chamba Rumal and Chamba
Chappal. He said the state gov-
crnment was taking necessary
steps to accord the status of inter-
national fair to the Minjar Mela.

uv inaugurates Minjar

I3
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Mela at

o | ) i |

Women perform a folk dan:e‘ﬂ( the Minjar Mela on Sunday. PHOTO: KAMALJEET

The Governor inaugurated the ~ Organising Comn
fair by hoisting the Minjar flag Sports competitions were also
amud i ‘Kunjadi Mal- i ted by the Governor

haar' singing — a seasonal song
of the Chamba region. He also
inaugurated exhibitions organ-
ised by various departments and
Socia] erganisations,

Chamba Municipal Council
President Neelam Nayyar pre-
sented Minjars to the Governor.
Deputy  Commissioner DC
Rana honqured the Governor
on behalf of the Minjar Mela

Deputy Speaker Dr Hans Raj,
MLA Pawan Nayyar and Superin-
tendent of Police Abhishek Yadav
were among those present.

The Miryar, which is a silk tas-
sel worn on the costumes by
men, women and children dur-
ing the farr, symbolises maize
and paddy shoots which can be
widely seen in this region dunng
{hus tume of the year. A procession

Chowgan

was also taken out, which passed
through the main market of the
aty to Laxminath temple and
reached the Pink Palace.

The fair was once display of
culture and heritage of former
Chamba state and its royals.

" However, many residents who

still take pride in the heritage of
Chamba, say now it has been
reduced to a trade fair Dunng
the days of royals, Minjar Mela
was celebrated for three days.
However, now for commercial
reasons, it has been extended to
one week. The only heritage that
was still preserved in Minjar Mela
was traditional singers who sing
‘Kunjadi Malhar n the
evenmgs. Kunjach refers to Kun-
ja birds (Great Egrets) which fly
over the Chowgan ground in the
evenings during monsoon and
Malhar is the raga for monsoon.

Pankaj Chowfla, a local entre-
preneur who has keen interest
in documenting the heritage of
the erstwhile Chamba state,
said during the time of the roy-
als or before the Partition,
Abdals — a community of Mus-
lim singers who had migrated
to Chamba state from Avadh —
used to sing ‘Kunjadi Malhar’
in the evenungs.

ment Di (ED). A
request has been made to
the ED that an inquiry

should be held into proper-

ties acquired by people
involved in illegal mining.

The enormity of the illegal

mining in Una can be gauged
from the fact that the police
+ have raised a special force
stationed in Una under a
DSP to check illegal mining.
Despite all this, the illegal

mining is continuing.

The Mining Department
has one munung officer, one
inspector, two assistant
inspectors and eight guards.
Of these, two mining guards
have been deputed on the
check post at Bathri. The stafl
is inadequate for day and
night monitoring of illegal
‘mining operations.

Officals also highlight
lacunae in the mining Act.
As perthe exasting Act, if any
vehicle or equipment 1s
found engaged in illegal
minng, the officer can issue
a challan of Rs 50,000 to the
violator. If the vehicle or
equipment is seized two
times, challan has to be sent
to the court. However, no
records are being kept on the
number of challans issued.

5feared dead,
2hurtascar
fallsintogorge

CHAMBA, JULY 24

Five persons, including
the driver .of a vehicle,
were feared dead and
two others were injured
when the Bolero in
which they were travelling
fell into a gorge near
Bairagarh on the Chamba-
Pangi road today, an offi-
cial report stated.

The Tehsldar of Tissa, a
police team and an ambu-
lance rushed to the accident
site and started relief and
rescue operations. The
report said of the seven per-
sons travelling in the vehi-
cle, two were injured and
they had been 1dentified as
Des Raj and Chuni Lal. They
were taken to the Tissa Civil
Hospital from where they
were referred to the Chamba
medical college and hospital.

Deputy ~Commussioner
DC Rana confirmed that
the injured were undergo-
ing treatment in Chamba.
He said five others were
feared dead but confirma-
tion was pending — OC
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Heavyrainlashes

Tripuny Niws SERvic

SHIMLA, U0y 24
The local MeT Office has
1ssucd orange warning of
heavy Lo very heavy ramfall,
thunderstorm and hghtming
in Jow hills and nud hills on
July 28 and yellow warning
of heavy ramns in Jow and nud
Tulls an July 25, 26 and 27

The offee has also cau-
uoned of damage to fruit
plants and new plantings
due to heavy  ramfall
tamorrow. It said supply of
electnaity may be affected
and possibhility of land-
shdes 1o hilly areas cannot
be ruled out in Chamba,
Kangra, Kullu, Mandi and
Solan distncts

As many as 23 roads—14
Kulu. five in Bilaspur and
one each in Chamba. Kangra,
Mindi and  Salan  were
blockad for vehscular trafic
due L ran As many as 16
water supply schemes were
disruptad in the state

Heavy tovery heavy runtall
lashed pants of Mandi and
Kangra disticts dunng the
day Gohwr was weltest with
120 mm of ran followed by
Dharamsala (71 mm), Byahi
(6§ mm), Shilaro (61 mm),
Jomndernagar (60 mm), and
Sundernagar (40 mm).

Narkanda ncording a low of
128 degnee C was caldest at
nught while Dhaula Kuan was
hottest dunng the day wath a
agh of 34 4 degree C.

281 newCovid
casesinstate

SHIMLA, JULY 24
Asmany as 28] new Covid cas-
es were reported 1n the state
today. The maxamum of 127
cases were detected in Kangra,
fallowed by Shimla (41), Mand:
(371 Chamba (22), Solan (12),
Kullu (11), Una (8), Hamurpur
(7), Biaspur and Kinnaur (6
each)and Sirmaur (4) —TNS

ENGG. COLLEGE
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Toursts enjoy the nisty weather at the Ridge in Shimla on Sunday. TBUNE FHOTO TAUT KUMAG

Landslide hits Bilaspur village

OUR CORRESPONDENT

MAMIRPUR, JULY 24
Heavy loss to government
and prvate propertics was
reported following a land-
shde in a Dharat village of
Bilaspur today. The loss to
livestock was also reported
by the Distnct Disaster Man-
agement Authonty. A cow
shelter was destroyed where
two buffaloes and 12 goats
were buned under the debns
of landshde that occurred
after heavy rain in Kuh Magh
war gram panchayat in Ghu-
marwin subdmision in the
wee hours today: Apart from
the cow shelter, roads leading
to wvillages 1in the arca were

ADBnodto3770-crloan
for potable water project

also damaged The voad 1,
Mayhwar turned intownullal,
while o portion of anothyy
road was washed iy
Ghumarwin SDM Ryjoey
“Thakur said the cow shelter of
sangay Kumar of Dharat vy
Jte had been damagesd e
satd there was nmassive dany
e to the roads leading to the
arca and it was disconnected
for vehicular traffie, He said
an immediate reliel of Ry
30,000 was given 1o the affct-
ed family. He said heavy
machinery was pressed into
serviee to clear the roads

<«<The PWD road, which leads
to Kuh Majhwar, burled undor
the debris from landslide.

2 menfeared
washedaway
inParbati

Oun CORNISPONDINT

Two youths were Teared
washed away in the I'ar
bl They are mining
wince July 20.

Yosterduy, o Jacket hay
ing an ldentity enrd wan
found aloni the ik of
(he river near Pavvati cafe
in Chhnvod Nulain the
Parbati Valley

Kullu Superintendent of
Police Gurdev Sharman
waid Vinod Kumar and

Iissuspected that their
carphnged intoriver

Arun Kumar, both rest
dents of Shilha village,
were  returning - from
Chhenur Kahika on July
20 when they went misn-
ing. He sod the Andhaar
card of Vinod was found in
the jucket along the banks
of the river.

He said it was suspected
that their car plunged into
the river and both of them
were washed away,

He said the police were
investigating the matter
and a scargh operation
was underway.

The Tribune
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state, 23 roads blocked Congbrainstormsfor5hr.

Shimlameet in early Aug

‘Sarkar badlo, halaat badlo’ one of key poll slogans

A Tannon

NEW DI, 1Y g

The Congrenn wn Sunduy
heldun elaborato five-hour
bratnstorming heve b din
cusn the rondmap for (e
upeoming himachal
Pradesh electionn und
dectded 10 congregnte in
Shimla in early Augunt for
o atate level meeting on
poll strategy

The meeting chuired by
upecinl AICC obwerver for
Himachal - elections and
Chhattisgarh Chief Minis-
ter Bhupesh Baghol ended
with un understanding that
the party needed 1o plan
for Thmachal elections "not
with  Chiel Minister  Jm
Ram Thalor in mind but
with the realization that
the entire BJP compnign
would be plunned and exe
cuted from the Centre.”

AICC leaders said that
Prime Miniater Narendra
Madi, Home Minister Amit
Shah, BJP chief JP Nodda
and  Union  minister
Anuray Thakur were Lo be
kept on top of all thinking
insofar an Himachal elec-
tion planning gocs

Also attended by AICC
observers for state elee-
tions Partap Bajwa and

CAN'T BE COMPLACENT
@ Wo dlscussed the fact
that we cannot bo
complacent gven BIP's
recent roturmn 1o power in
UP and Uttarakhand,
slatos not known to re-
eloct incumbont
governments, We have to
be prepared to not only
preserve but also expand
our vole base,

Congross knador

Sachin Pilot, stage Con-
gresn chiof Pratibha Singh,
CLP leader Mukesh Agni
hotel, Himachal Congress
working  presidents  and
AICC secretarion for the
alate, the meeting held at
Chhattisgarh Bhavan here
lasted for five hours
Sources said the partici-
punts had decided to meet
with state level leaders in
Shimla to further deliber-
ate on the roadmap. “Ten-
tative dates for the Shimla
meeting are August 7 and
8. Bhupesh Baghel will
come to Shimla for the
meeting,” o source said.
The Congress today also
zeroed in on “Sarkar badlo,
halant badlo” us its princi-

pal electlon  slogan in
Himachal Pradexh and (n
worldng on more planks
for canvanaing with  the
understanding that rising
prices, shrinkang job mar
ket whould remanin at the
contre of poll planning

Sources nnid the party
han alio finalized o firm
for noclul media and media

ahead of
state. On the issue of chal-
lenges, the leaders agreed
that the ruling BJP would
“put in everything it hod’
to retain power in the
wtate, n home state of Nad-
da und Thalur,

“We discunned the fact
that we cannot be compla
cent piven BJIP's recent
return to power in UP and
Uttarakhand,  states not
known o re-clect incum
bent  governments.  We
have to be prepared Lo not
only prescrve but also
expand our vote base.”
Congress leader sald

On the AAP the AICC
leaders felt it might play a
spoiler as it did in elections
in other states recently.
“Our political  responses
have to factor the potential
role of AAPR" Congress
leaders said

Swan, tributaries hotbed ofillegal mining in Una

NEW DELHI, JULY 2§ and Water for South Asia

The Asian Development  The project would upgrade

Bank (ADB) has approved a  the water supply infrastruc-

loan of around Rs 770 crore  ture and strengthen institu-

to fund a safe drinking water  tional capacity to ensure safe,  LALIT MOHAN

and sanitation project in sustainable, and inclusive TS SR

Himachal Pradesh. The loan  * rural water supply A, JULY 24

has been provided under the ~ tion services, Kohlhase said. ~ Despite the fact that the
Himachal Pradesh Rural The Manila-headquartered  ‘National - Green  Tribunal
Drinking Water Improve-  funding agency said the proj- (NGT) has taken a strict view,
ment and Livelihood Pro-  ectwould improvewater sup-  illegal mining is continuing in
Ject, the ADB sad inapress  ply and sanitation services  the Swan and its 66 tributar-
note on Saturday. through. among others, the ies in Una district.

It said that more than 80 per ion of In areport itted to the
cent of the state's rural popu-  ter wells, 80 surface water  monitoring commitlee set by
lation had access to dnnking  intake facilities, 109 water the NGTtosuggest measures
water, but the water supply  treatment plants, 117 pump-  for checking illegal mining in
infrastructure was old and  ing stations, and 3,000 km of  the river, the district adminis-
had deteriorated over the  distribution pipelines. tration of Una has maintained
time, resulting 1n inefficient A pilot fecal sludge man-  that 60 leases have been
and poor service. The ADB  agement and sanitation granted for mining in the

project wall connect 75,800
households to the service,
providing uninterrupted
water supply to about 3.7 lakh
residents in 10 districts.

“The project meets the
objectives of the Jal Jeevan
Mission, a national Nagship
programme of the Union Gov-
cernment, which aims to pro-
vide piped water to all rural
households by 2024, said
Jude Kohlhase, ADB Unit
Head of Project Administra-
tion on Urban Development

programme would also be
implemented in  Sirmaur
district, benefiting 2.5 lakh
residents and to determine
replicability and guide the
design of future projects,
the press note said.

To ensure efficient delivery
and sustainability of servic-
es, the project would
strengthen the capacity of
the Jal Shakti Vibhag of
Himachal Pradesh and gram
panchayut village water and
sanitation co\nmittees. — PTI

uv inaugur

Swan. These include 28 to
stone crushers and 32 as open
mining lcases from where the
lessee can extract the miner-
als and sell these in open mar-
ket. Of the 60, 52 leases have
been granted on private lands
on the Swan nverbed and
cight on government land.
People living ot Bathri on
the borders of Punjab and
Himachal are alleging that
the muning mafia is destroy-
ing their lands by mining in
the middle of night. Offi-

R

Iilegal mining in progress on the banks of Swan n Una. rur miato |

STAFF GROSSLY INADEQUATE

®The Mining Department has one mining officer, one
Inspector, two assistant inspectors and elght guards.
Of these, two mining guards have been deputed on the
oheck post at Bathri, The staff Is inadequate for day
and night monitoring of illegal mining operations.

|
=
Y

329 CHALLANS
ISSUED

® Mining has been banned
.on the Swan riverbed till
middle of September
W This year, 329 challans
have mn;umllo
thase Invol in illegal
mining In the district
®Afine of ¥42,92,900
has also been realised
® Despite that, tractor-trall-
ors collecting sand from
the riverbeds canbe  *
seon In Santoshgarh
®As many as five trucks,
26 tippers, 63 tractor-
trallers and three JCB
machines have been
Impounded, according
to SP Arjit Sen

cials blame it on undemar-
cated borders of both states
Una district has become the
hub of illegal mining as
most of the material mined
from the district flows to
Pungab and Haryana

As per the mining officer
Neeraj Kant, mining has been
banned on the Swan nverbed
tll middle of September dur-
ing monsoon as per the orders
of the High Court. This year,

320 challans have  been
issued against those resort-
ing to tllegal mining in the
district and a fine of Rs
42,92,900 has been realised.
Despite that, tractor trol-
leys collecting sand from
the riverbeds can be seen in
Santoshgarh. Sources said
the local political pressure
and demand for mining
matenal for construction
works were the driving

'S

force for illegal mining

SP Anit Sen said the police
had registered 97 cases of ille-
gal muning this year and
realised a (ine of Rs 7,48,000
from the culpnits. He said five
trucks, 26 tppers, 63 tractor
trolleys and 3 JCB machines
had been impounded

The SP said the police had
also forwarded the details of
some people involved in jlle-
gal mining to the Enforce-

Chowgan
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Women perform a folk gance at the

The Governor inaugurated the
fair by hoisting the Minar flag
amud traditonal ‘Kunyads Mal-
haar sinang — 4 seasonal song
ol the Chamba region. He also
\Naugurated exhibitions organ-
\sed by various departments and
Soclal organsations,

Chamba Municipal Council
President Neelam Nayyar pre-
Sented Minyars to the Governor.
Deputy  Commissioner  DC
Ranq hongured the Governor
On behalf of the Miyar Mela

™ N

ates Minjar Mela at

Minjar Mela on Sunday. proto sasaLieer

Organusing Committee

Sports competitions were also
inaugurated by the Governor.
Deputy Speaker Dr Hans Ray,
MLA Pawan Nayyar and Supenin-
\endent of Police Abhushek Yadav
were among those present.

The Menyar. which is a silk tas-
sel worn on the costumes by
men, women and children dur-
ing the fair, symbolises maize
and paddy shoots which can be
widely seen in this region dunng
this ume of the year, A procession

was also taken out, which passed
through the main market of the
oty to Laxminath temple and
reached the Pink Palace

The fair was once display of
culture and heritage of former
Chamba state and 1ts royals
However. many residents who
still take pride in the hentage of
Chamba, say now 1t has been
reduced to a trade fair Dunng
the days of royals, Minjar Mela
was celebrated for three days
However, now for commercial
reasons, it has been extended to
ane week. The only hentage that
was sull preserved in Minjar Mela
was traditional singers who sing
‘Kunyadi  Malhar’ an the
evenmgs. Kunjadi refers to Kun-
Ja birds (Great Egrets) which fly
aver the Chowgan ground in the
evenings dunng monsoon and
Malhar is the raga for monsoon

Pankaj Chowfla, a local entre-
preneur who has keen interest
in documenting the heritage of
the erstwhile Chamba state,
said during the time of the roy-
als or before the Parution,
Abdals — a community of Mus
him singers who had migrated
to Chamba state from Avadh —
used 10 sing “Kunjadi Malhar'
in the evenings

ment Directorate (ED). A
request has been made 1o
the ED that an inquiry
should be held into proper

ties acquired by people

involved in illegal mining
The enormity of the illegal
mining in Una can be gauged
from the fact that the police
<have mised a special force
stationed in Una under a
DSP to check illegal mining
Despit¢ all thus, the illegal
mining is continuing.

The Mining Department
has one mining officer, one
nspector,  two  assistant
inspectors angl eight guards
Of these, two mining guards
have been deputed on the
check post at Bathn. The stafl
is inadequate for day and
night monutoring of illegal
MININg operations,

Officials  also  highlight
lacunae in the mining Act
As per the exdsting Act, if any
vehicle or equipment is
found engaged in illegal
mining, the officer can 1ssue
a challan of Rs 50,000 to the
violator. 1f the vehicle or
equipment 15 seized two
tmes, challan has to be sent
to the court. However, no
records are being kept on the
number of challans issued.

5feareddead,
2hurtascar
fallsintogorge

CHAMBA, JULY 24
Five persons, including
the driver of a vehicle,
were feared dead and
two others were injured
when the  Bolero  in
which they were travelling
fell into a gorge near
Bairagarh on the Chamba-
Pangi road today, un offi-
cial report stated

The Tehsildar of Tissa, a
police team and an ambu.
lance rushed to the accident
site and started reliel and
rescue  operations.  The
report said of the seven per
sons travelling in the veh
cle, two were ingured anc
they had been identified a
Des Ray and Chuni Lal. The
were taken to the Tissa Civ
Hospital from where thes
were referred 1o the Chamb:
medical vollege and haspital

Deputy  Commussione
DC Rana confirmed tha
the injured were undergo
ing treatment 1n Charnba
He said five others wer.
feared dead bul confirmy
uon was pending. — OC
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